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November 15th to 21st marks the 35th annual celebration of Childrens! Book 
Week A poster has been done by Jan Balet to mark the occasion on a nation-wide scale 
Publicity in the news, on television and in magazines will be wide spread and the 
Childrens’ Book Council is sponsoring three large book fairs- in Chicago and Cleve- 
land and Washington- to act as a basis for countless community library, school and 
bookstore projects to which we, with you, look forward with enthusiasm. 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Thomas, Joan Gale Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
A IS FOR ANGEL Paper over board; $1.00 


An alphabet book in rhymes about Christian virtues, first published in Eng- 
land in 1942. Certain anglicisms have been changed to make it more American (though 
we are sorry children here won't know how the others think) and there will be both 
Catholic and Protestant editions. Calm in tone, the rhymes deal with the familiar 
and the biblical- "A Stands for Angel", "N is Noel"- and provide a gentle spiritual 
leavening for the young. The author's two-tone pictures are pleasingly stylized. 


(Publ. LC: 53-6737) 


Tudor, Tasha Oxford. 
EDGAR ALLAN CROW Cloth; $1.75 


* Tasha Tudor's latest beguilingly illustrated book-to-read-aloud is delight- 
fully inconsequential. It is about a crow named Edgar Allan. Captured from his nest 
when young, he comes to live with, and plague, a family of humans until, when older, 
he simply becomes useful by catching all the cutworms in the garden. Complete. non- 
chalance is conveyed in a pat text and those small, calm Tudor pastels. (Publ.) 


Schlein, Miriam Young Scott 
WHEN WILL THE WORLD BE MINE? Cloth; $2.25 


* The big lesson- growing up and discovering life- is given charmingly in 
Miriam Schlein's latest book, through a little story of a snowshoe rabbit mother and 
child. When the bunny is young, he is helpless and does not understand how the stream, 
the grass, the trees can really be his. As his mother teaches him to eat, to listen, 
to hide, he obeys, and finally knows his own true nature when winter comes and his coat 
turns white. Big rust and green illustrations by Jean Charlot. (Publ. LC: 53-7810) 


Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. 


Sewell, Helen- Designed and ill’d by- THE GOLDEN CHRISTMAS MANGER- Originally 
issued in 1948, this still remains the most effective paper creche I have seen. Helen 
Sewell's lovely figures and background in traditional Christmas colors is as fresh and 
vivid as ever. The figures have definite child appeal, stressing the little angels 
and shepherds and worshippers. In this new edition, the figures are on heavier paper 
and are push-outs instead of cut-outs (labor saving and simplification for the small 
fry). They are on separate sheets, not incorporated into the booklet, which now is 
devoted only to the illustrated retelling of the story of the Nativity. Boxed. ($1.95) 
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Werner, Elsa Jane-fd - THE GOLDEN BIBLE: The New Testament - The Provensens 
have done the illustrations for this New Testament, where Rojankovsky did the Old; Test- 
ament (back in 1946). There's a stained glass window effect in the mediaeval tradition 
of the drawings, with rich but muted colors. Possibly adults will appreciate them more 
then the children, although they have a definite story quality. The text successfully 
captures the flavor of Biblical language, while simplifying when it seems necessary. We 
are grateful, too, for the references to the Gospel sources and versions, the Acts and 
the Epistles and Revelations. A book for family sharing and reading aloud. A sure 


appeal for the holidays. Paper over board. ($2.95) 


EASY READING 


Blyton, Enid Enid Blyton’s Nature Books— St. Martin's Press 
| THE WONDERFUL CARPET Cloth; ea. $1.50 
THE RABBIT'S PARTY 
SUSAN AND THE BIRDS 


Respectively, her third, fourth and fifth nature books, these volumes of short 
stories by Enid Blyton, in large type and for a slightly advanced easy reading level, are 
tales with touches of fantasy, about happenings in the nature world. English in tone and 


often personifying animals if they, instead of pixies or children, are central characters, 
the stories each contain a kernel of facte how a buttercup is made, how weeds grow in gar- 


dens, why the bluebottle fly is a pest, or how a shrimp grows- in their small plots. For 
Americans they may take a specialized taste for the dainty and the elfin, but they have 
their own charm and if appreciated, will send young searchers to the woods and fields. 
Polite two tones by Eileen A. Soper have appropriate gentility. Other books by Enid 
Blyton are her "Adventure" stories for the 8 - 11 group. (Publ.) 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES 
Kelly, Eric P. Macmillan 
IN CLEAN HAY Paper over board; $1.25 
This unique Christmas story appeared originally as one of three in The Christ- 
mas Nightingale. With exquisite pastels by the Petershams, the story seems particularly 
satisfying, and captures the folktale quality as well as the significance of Christmas. 
Farmer boys from near Krakow set off to give their puppet version of the Polish nativity 
play, "the Krakow Stable". At first their hopes are dashed; then- when the professional 
puppeteer fails to turn up, the children give their play. And on their return home they 
find that the puppet man and his wife had been forced to stop at the home farm where the 
wife gave birth to a child. And the children have their chance to share their good for- 
tune with the young parents. Charmingly told. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN~ FICTION 


Dick, Trella Lamson Wilcox & Follett 
TORNADO JONES $2.95 


Winner of the Charles W. Follett Award for 1953, this story of a Nebraska 
boy's discovery of his heritage has memorable warmth and suspense. Living on an iso- 
iated farm with his Gram has made young Tornado a lonely retiring boy, until a contem- 
porary, Paul Travis, comes to live nearby and the two gradually become friends. Among 
their adventures is the discovery of a team of anthropologists digging for Woodland 
Indian relics in a nearby canyon. Through them Paul is set to wondering about unravel- 
ling the Jones' own background- the mystery of who Tornado's great grandfather really 


was- and in a surprise discovery they find that a rich Pennsylvanian is Tornado's cousin. 


He settles Tornado's and Gram's financial problems. In the main, too shallow for real 
literary merit, but an apt narrative and fine local color add to the satisfaction of 
a happy ending. Active, boyish drawings by Mary Stevens. (Publ.) 
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Montgomery, Mabel Wileox & Follett 
DAVID'S FISHING SUMMER $2.50 
























This should have more sense of adventure than it has in the telling. For 
12-year old David had an unusual summer on his uncle's isolated seaside farm in South 
Carolina. His buddy was Jerry, a Negro boy, and they shared a series of interesting- 
to-humorous fishing trips, climaxed by a bad storm and an escape from an alligator. 
There's lack of suspense in the telling however, and the end result is light, one-track 
recording of one event after another. Competent line drawings by Cheslie d'Andrea.(Publ. ) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Zim, Herbert S. & Simon & Schuster 
Smith, Hobart M. Paper; $1.00 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS Cloth; $1.50 


* This "Guide to Familiar American Species" is the sixth in the Golden Nature 
Guide Seriese Compact, informative and very photographically illustrated in full color 
by James Gordon Irving, it is a handy (hand-sized) volume that starts off with helpful 
material on the species in general, their values, and how to study them. Then come 
quick reference descriptions of the species- turtles, lizards, snakes, frogs, alliga- 
tors and salamanders- and their varieties. Excellent for field trips and the pictures, 
in natural habitats, are fine pointers. (Publ.) 


Giant Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Ea. Paper over board;. $2.95 


Peter, John- Designed and arranged by- McCALL'S GIANT GOLDEN MAKE-IT-BOOK- 
Culled from issues of various McCall publications, this omnium gatherum of how-to- 
covers a multiplicity of activities from planning parties to modelling with soap that 
can be indulged in by children from six to ten, with the appropriate amount of adult 
help dependent on the age. Introductory lists and hints tell what to save and use 
and basic methods. From then on, instructions- for practically anything from mobiles 
to gingerbread- are short, to the point, and gaily illustrated in full color by Corinne 
Malvern and Bob Riley. Good family fare and fun. 


Judson, Clara Ingram Wilcox & Follett 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT $3.50 





In her current biography Clara Ingram Judson's skill for warm narrative and 
sense of the dramatic in a personality and its times, recreate "T.R." as the fabulously 
spirited man he was. Taking his childhood first;"she makes a very real story of the 
boy who had so much to conquer in the midst of a busy family life- on New York's 28th 
St. and as the Roosevelts travelled to Europe and Egypt. And, during his rise in poli- 
tical life there is good balance between lively descriptions of his own remarkably 
colorful life and the political issues he both furthered and bucked. If in analysis, 
it is not up to the standards of her more perceptive Thomas Jefferson, it is fully 
illustrative of his good points and the strokes of fortune that starred a brilliant 
career. For twelve year olds too. Aptly illustrated with pencil drawings by Lorence 
F. Bjorklund. (Publ. ) 










Clark, Garel Young Scott 
THE COOK-A-MEAL COOK BOOK $2.50 


Let's Start Cooking (1951) was Garel Clark's first invitation to the joy of 
cooking for the small fry and aimed at a slightly lower age group, the read-alouds, 
than this. Branching out here to include more complex items like whole simple meals- 
casseroles, broiled chicken etc., there is still the same inspiration to cook for the 
fun of it. And, well planned as a wholesome repast, it is garnished with happy draw- 
ings of onions, mixing bowls and young chefs by Leonard Kessler. (Publ. LC: 53-7811) 
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Young Scott 


Schneider, Herman & Nina 
MORE POWER TO YOU $2.50 





Power and its manifestations on our Earth (and presumably in the universe) 
is a vast subject. For a once-over-lightly on wind, water, steam, gasoline and diesel, 
electricity, jets, rockets, atoms, the book is well-organized, entertainingly written, 
and almost achieves the impossible. But impossible it remains. Perhaps this gifted 
team have attempted too much for one book. Short, authoritative chapters, aptly illus- 
trated by Bill Ballantine, give meaningful ABC's, and point up the connections between 
the different fields. It is disappointing, however, when the groundwork is laid and 
another sentence or paragraph would supply reasons for some phenomena, that they by- 
pass them. The result? Youngsters keyed to the point will demand more help than they 
would were the book a bit more penetrating. Despite its shortcomings, it is a book 
that will meet many needs. And one has a sense of authority in so far as it goes. 


(Publ. LC: 53-7809) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEW- FICTION 


Smith, Robert Barnes Junior Sports Novel- Barnes 
FOOTBALL TWINS $2.00 


Take this for a differently angled sports story- as the twins Jean and Paul, 
who have been a passing team in grammar school touch football, now find their difficul- 
ties in first year high where boys alone can play. Chiefly it is Jean's story, for when 
her brother Paul makes the team, she must stand on the side lines. Gradually, she wins 
the team's respect. Then she discovers the wrong doings of an exclusive boys’ secret 
society who have inadvertently had Paul suspended and, maturing herself, happily realizes 
the advantages girlhood holds over football. (Publ. LC: 53-9021) 


Richard, James Robert Lothrop, Lee & Shepard @ 
QUARTERBACK - ALL AMERICAN $2.50 


The title is misleading. This might almost be classed as much mystery as 
football. <A mistaken conviction that he had killed a fellow player leads Billy Hayes 
to run away from college and join a construction gang. An attack of amnesia further 
complicates the situation, but a chance falling in with another team opens the way to 
more ball and ultimately, to a repeat performance of the circumstances of the earlier 
accident. He regains his memory and with it the realization that he isn't a murderer 
after all. A contrived plot, which fans may take in their stride. (Publ.) 


Falk, Elsa Wilcox & Follett 
FOG ISLAND $2.75 


Set 400 years ago, on the Santa Barbara channel islands as they must have been 
when Cumash Indian culture flourished, this is a sincere if staid story of an Indian boy's 
coming to manhood. Fatherless Ulam is a weak boy, but determined to strengthen himself 
so as to win respect and the love of the chief who has lost his own son. There are tests 
of hardship, a new friendship with a traditional rival and the other acts of fate that 
favor Ulam's growth in courage and physique. But the attempt to describe Indian life 
and make it emotionally interesting to modern minds turns out a disappointing compromise 
that weakens both aspects. Awkward drawings by Rainey Bennett. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Leach, Maria Funk & Wagnalls 
THE SOUP STONE $2.75 © 


Subtitled "The Magic of Familiar Things", this collection of stories of how 
many customs and practices the world over came into being, is an entertaining offshoot 
of the author's work on The Standard Dictionary of Folklore Mythology and Legend. The 
accounts, light but firmly written, are on such varied social wonders as the origin of 
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the soup stone legend itself, how windows got their name, the superstition about 
breaking a mirror, and so forth. An introduction showing the close link between 
"magic" and "science" paves the way for a broader understanding of why we act as the 
accounts have illustrated. Fun for parents too, the book is an excellent young peo- 
ple's eye opener whose amusements teach and whose tone stresses the common traits 

rather than the differences between people. Illustrated with sketches after ori- 

ginal examples of folk art and artifacts. For students of folklore. (11/2 LC 253-10791) 


Ross, Frank Jr. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
SPACE SHIPS AND SPACE TRAVEL $2.75 


Frank Ross has written good non-fiction for various age levels including 
Flying Windmills, Ben Franklin, and Guided Missiles- all published by Lothrop. This, 
a detailed and adult survey of the concept and practice of space flight, as it has 
developed through history, repeats much of the information contained in Guided Mis- 
siles, but branches out to cover the problems and aspects of human astronautics. 
Five compact chapters, which assume some preliminary grounding on the reader's part, 
discuss historical development from Lucian through French balloon men, early twen- 
tieth century work of such as Ganswindt and Ziolkovsky, the nature of atmosphere, 
the human element and problems of gravity, food, heat etc., and what the first space 
stations and actual flights will be like. Authoritative coverage of recent progress, 
this will find its ready market in the growing space science audience. Photographs. 
(Publ. LC: 53-6739) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Forbes, Esther Houghton, Mifflin 
RAINBOW ON THE ROAD $3.50 


Puritan New England backgrounds the story of the making of a legend, as an 
itinerant portrait painter falls heir to the misadventures of a highwayman whom he 
resembles. Jude's marriage to high-handed Mitty is sufficient reason for his need to 
escape the trammels of farm life, and Mitty'’s small nephew accompanies him on his ad- 
venturous summer's round. An original- if sometimes long-winded tale and a rich and 
rewarding tapestry of period. (Full report on p. 713. 1/2. LC: 53-9248) 


Robb, Frank Longmans, Green 
MASTER OF THE DAUNTLESS $3.00 


The loss of the South African fishing boat Dauntless is revealed in flash- 
backs of the two owners and crew. The skipper gambles and makes a phenomenal catch, 
but the engine driver's carelessness delivers a death blow. And the consequences add 
up to a compact tale of strange waters that is something for all seamen. (Full re- 
port on p. 721. 1/7) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 ~- 16 section 


Leach, Maria- THE SOUP STONE Funk & Wagnalls 
Ross, Frank, Jr. - SPACE SHIPS AND SPACE TRAVEL Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Heyn, Ernest V.~ Coward-McCann 

MY FAVORITE TRUE MYSTERY $3.00 


Thirty well known American and English mystery writers here retell their 
favorite real life mysteries to chill and thrill the fans. From Ambler to Queen to 
Charteris, they write of poisonings and disappearances and the resulting anthology 
appeals more to the sense of reality than polished fiction. (Full report on p.728. 
1/8. IC: 53-8885) 
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Crown 


Botkin, B. A. & 
$4 .00 


Harlow, Alvin F.=- £ds 
A TREASURY OF RAILROAD FOLKLORE 





An all encompassing selection of material in the latest of Mr. Botkin's series © 
of anthologies, whistles its way through the saga of railroading and has a caboose full 
of information. Tales- and heroes- of all kinds from all time, in abundance here to de- 
light each track lover in existence. (Full report on p. 725. 11/27). 


Doubleday 


Heywood, Anne 
BE YOURSELF $2.95 


The author of There Is A Right Job For Every Woman continues her analysis based 
on six year's activities in her Career Changing Clinic. From her main task- steering per- 
sonalities into fields where they can best use their resources, she goes into different 
job fields and from her counseling emerges her philosophy of 100% effectiveness in life. 
(Full report on p. 728. 1/7. LC: 53-5606) 


Dutton 


Harrer, Heinrich 
SEVEN YEARS IN TIBET $5.00 

A blend of personal adventure and interpretation and mysticism and beauty make 
a strange and wonderful story. A German, the author escaped from the British in India 
in the last war and found asylum in Lhasa where he became tutor to the Dalai Lama. There 
too, he lost his Nazi fanaticism and concludes his book with a plea for understanding of 
his adopted country. More than first rate. (Full report on p. 728. 1/8. IC: 53-10851) 


White, E. B. Harper 
THE SECOND TREE FROM THE CORNER $3.00 





This king-sized collection of E. B. W.‘'s writings should ring bells. His 
record ranges widely, from tea dancing to dachshunds. There are special problems- 
journeys into ineptitude; there's love and kindness but never uninformed sentimental- 
ity- and these annotations to life and public interests stimulate as well as satisfy. 


(Full report on p. 725. 1/6. LC: 53-11864) 


Bourliere, Francois Knopf 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MAMMALS $5.00 

An excellent synthesis of the life history and habits of the world's mammals. 
A young French zoologist, the author has a lively style. His content is highly scientific, 
and needs preliminary grounding, but a unique presentation makes this a must item for all 
libraries and interested laymen. Illustrated. (Full report on p.725. 1/11. IC: 52-12183) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Washburne, Carleton John Day 
THE WORLD'S GOOD $h .00 


A strong plea for world-mindedness is based on the interdependence of human 
beings over the globe. In exploring the possibilities for such study, the author re- 
counts school projects, relates the individual to the world, and faces the difficulties 
of teaching cooperation. Much of the book is devoted to social aspects of U.N. work. 
An encouraging tool and a spring board for study groups. (Full report on p.726. 1/4. 


IC: 53-11456) 


Smith, Marion Funk Harper 
TEACHING THE SLOW LEARNING CHILD $2.75 @& 


Based on her own experiences, Mrs. Smith's demonstration is based on the hy- 
pothesis that the slow learner can learn if no undue pressure is brought to bear. Her 
program emphasizes reading skill, the importance of patience and ordered discipline, 


elimination of segregation in school, the right social teaching attitudes- and it 
is warmed by her dedicated understanding. (Full report on p.727. 1/6. IC: 53-11862) 





